
National Plant Collection®
of Water Lilies
flowering through the summer

An introduction to Bennetts Water Gardens
This 8 acre garden is located on the site of the former clay pits 

of Putton Brickworks. During their workings in the 18th and 19th 
century’s brick-workers excavated down some 15m (50’) into the 
landscape, ground water came up through the pits which was 
pumped out to allow excavations to continue. By the 1950s the 
brickworks closed and water filled the pits creating lakes.

In 1957 these newly formed lakes were used by Norman 
Bennett to farm water lilies for his pond plant business. Many 
of the original water lilies planted were sourced from the same 
nursery in France that supplied the famous artist Claude Monet 
for his garden in Giverny, France. 

Over the next 30 years the water lily farm produced thousands 
of plants to supply the gardening trade across Europe. 
Norman’s son Jonathan oversaw the landscaping of the old clay 
pits, creating pathways and new features to shape the gardens 
as they are today. Now Jonathan’s son James continues to 
develop the gardens for a third generation.

In 1990 the gardens were registered as a Site of Nature 
Conservation Interest (SNCI) for their wide array of flora and 
fauna including a large presence of Great Crested Newts.

The National Council for the Conservation of Plants and 
Gardens (now Plant Heritage) accredited us as a National 
Plant Collection® in 1993 for our continued work in identifying, 
documenting and conserving a living library of water lilies from 
around the world. Our collection now exceeds 140 different 
hardy cultivars most of which have been sourced directly from 
the original hybridizer that created them.

Our Gift Shop & Plant Nursery, stocks a wide range of 
unusual and quality gift items, water lilies and other plants 
for the garden. Plants can also delivered by mail order from 
www.bennettswatergardens.com

At Café Monet you can enjoy morning coffee with a 
selection of home baked cakes, a delicious lunch or a 
Dorset cream tea while overlooking the lily ponds. 

Season Tickets - buy now & today’s entry will be refunded
Visit as many times as you like when you buy an annual 
season ticket. These are valid for a 12 month period.

Picnicking, you are welcome to picnic in the gardens, but 
please do not block any pathways or picnic in any of the 
gazebos.

WARNING! 
Deep water, keep away from pond edges, 

some path edges also have a drainage ditch.

Children must be supervised by an adult at all times

Around the gardens 
The Orfe Pond is the first pond you see as you enter the 

gardens, it’s the second largest and second deepest of our ten 
ponds and is home to some Appleyard Ducks. At the Imperial 
Gazebo you see your first glimpse of the Monet Bridge.

The New Lily Pond is the most recent pond to have been 
created in the gardens. It was originally used for an international 
trial of water lilies to observe the difference in growing habits of 
certain cultivars around the world.

On the bank to your left is a stream which flows during wet 
weather, notice the orange staining  caused by trace elements of 
iron in the water. While walking through the shaded Woodland 
Walk you will see the sides of the original clay pits to your left 
some 4.5m (15’) above.

The White Lily Pond was the largest of three ponds that were 
joined to make one large pond during landscaping works in the 
1980’s, take notice of the European White Water-lily which is the 
only UK native water lily.

The Cutting was the route used by a railway to take loads of 
clay from the pits to the brickworks which once stood north of 
this site. The Japanese styled Monet Bridge was commissioned 
here in 1999 to commemorate 100 years since Claude Monet’s 
painting Water Lily Pond 1899. 

The Elodea Pond has plantings of Scots Pine, Sitka Spruce 
and Monterey Pine across the banks along with native white 
water lilies and Bog Bean growing in the water to create a theme 
from the Scottish Highlands. 

The Roach Pond is our largest and deepest pond. All of the 
water coming up through the ground and from streams around 
the gardens ends up here before feeding into Chaffey’s Lake, 
Radipole Lake and onto Weymouth Harbour.

You can exit the gardens by going over the Monet Bridge, or 
for wheelchair users through the Willow Arch, which leads you 
back to the Museum where there is much more information on 
the history of this site and the local area.

Wildlife in the gardens 
There’s plenty to be seen if you take the time to look for it, 

although many will hide from humans! The ponds contain 
thousands of fish such as rudd, roach and sticklebacks while the 
larger ponds have carp and tench. With all those fish it is no 
surprise the ponds are visited by Grey Herons, Kingfishers, Little 
Egrets and Cormorants. Other pond life includes Frogs, Toads, 
Smooth Newts and the rarer Great Crested Newt. There are also 
most UK species of Dragonfly and Damselfly.

Out of the water there are rabbits, foxes, badgers and Roe 
deer. We also have three reptile species; Grass Snakes, Slow-
worms and the occasional Sand Lizard. At night bats feed on 
insects over the ponds while Tawny owls prey on rodents and 
other small mammals.
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1. Entrance & Gift Shop
2. Plant Nursery
3. Tropical House
4. Duck House
5. Imperial Gazebo
6. Willow Arch

7. Stream
8. Monet Bridge
9. Gazebo
10. Japanese Bridge (no access)

11. Museum

 Toilets
Baby changing
Cafe
Car Park
Disabled Parking
Coach Parking

Picnic Area
Seating
Disabled Route
Narrow Pathway 
(no access for wheelchairs)
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